[Stretched veins, a new, indirect sign of malignant breast tumours (author's transl)].
The diagnosis of malignant breast tumours depends on direct and indirect radiological signs. Amongst the latter, considerable emphasis has been placed in the literature on the finding of dilated veins. An analysis of the literature and of nearly 1,500 examinations has shown, however that this sign is not as reliable as has been thought. A new sign has been noticed, which has so far not been emphasised in the literature. This is stretching of the veins. It is not a direct sign, but as an indirect sign it is a more reliable indication of malignancy than dilatation of veins. Stretching of veins may also occur in benign conditions, but it is twice as frequent in the presence of malignant tumours. It is therefore considered that the presence of stretched veins is an indirect sign of malignant breast tumours.